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WHAT AM I? 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Matthew 28:19 

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

 

John 1:19-36 

The Testimony of John the Baptist 

19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but 

confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to 

him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you 

say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are 

you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John 

answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 

27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 

28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

Behold, the Lamb of God 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 

comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not 

know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed 

to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, 

and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize 

with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he 
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who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this 

is the Son of God.” 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at 

Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 

 

 

What am I? On this day, one answer that comes to mind easily is, “I am a father.” 

Once we’re on that track of thinking, others answer, “I am a husband.” “I am a 

brother.” “I am a sister.” “I am a daughter.” “I am a son.” “I am a wife.” “I am a 

mother.”  

 

Still others will answer the question by naming their profession or job or favorite hobby. 

Those ways of defining ourselves are pretty straightforward. If you are a father, then 

you are not a mother. If you are a nurse, then you are not a steelworker. But are we 

always so clear on how to define ourselves?  

 

For more than twenty years, Marie Walsh struggled with the question, “What am I?” 

She was married, had three children, and lived in a very nice suburb of San Diego. 

What was she? She was a wife and mother. She was an elegant blonde, a beautiful, 

mature woman of 52. Then, one spring day in 2008, a police officer knocked on 

Marie’s door. He showed her a police mugshot of a nineteen-year-old woman named 

Susan LeFevre and placed handcuffs on Marie. Suddenly, Marie Walsh found herself 

headed back to the Michigan prison she had escaped from in 1976. In 1974, nineteen-

year-old Susan LeFevre was arrested for selling heroin, was convicted, and sentenced 

to ten years in prison. After 14 months in prison, she escaped with the help of her 

grandfather. She fled to California, changed her name to Marie Day, and kept her 

head down. She worked odd jobs just to get by. Then, she met a successful finance 

executive named Alan Walsh. She wanted to tell him the truth about her past, but she 

felt she couldn’t risk it. They married, had kids, and lived a storybook life until Marie 

went back to prison for 13 months. During all the happy years, what was she? A 

beautiful, elegant mature wife and mother of three or a convicted heroin dealer and 

inmate of the Michigan correctional system? 
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Now, your life is probably not that complicated.  But are you always clear on how to 

define yourself, on how to define your life? 

 

Well, what’s so important about clearly defining yourself? Well, today you heard again 

the Savior’s command to us to make disciples. “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations…” Before we can make disciples, we must know what a disciple is. Aren’t you 

a disciple? When asking yourself, what am I, wouldn’t it be truthful if you answered, 

“Well, first of all, I am a disciple of Jesus Christ”?  

 

Oh, but the word disciple sounds so sacred, so holy. If you were going to say 

something like that, wouldn’t you just say, “I am a Christian”? Disciple sounds so 

official, like the Twelve Disciples. The label disciple seems almost sacred to us.  

In a way that’s right. Peter was asked about this in the courtyard of the high priest. 

“You are not one of His disciples, are you?” (John 18:17, 25) The one who asked the 

question did not mean that Peter was a dues-paying member of some organization. 

She was accusing Peter of being a follower of Jesus, a believer, a devoted pupil and 

student of Jesus. That’s exactly what made the twelve disciples sacred. What made 

them sacred was the One whom they followed. The label disciple simply refers to a 

follower and student of someone’s teaching. That someone being the master, while 

the disciple is the student.  

 

One of the most dramatic scenes in the Stars Wars movies is when Darth Vader kills his 

mentor, Obi-Wan Kenobi. At that point, Darth Vader believes that he is no longer the 

student. His master is dead. So, now Darth Vader is the master. You see – you can be 

only one or the other. Either you’re the master or you’re the student. That’s what a 

disciple is. A disciple is a devoted student. That’s what we are to make. We are to 

make devoted students for Jesus, our Master. We ourselves are called to be devoted 

students of Jesus. Disciples.  

 

By this definition, John the Baptizer was Jesus’ disciple, too. He had the spiritual 

maturity to get this. Like Peter, John the Baptizer was grilled about what he was. “Are 

you the Christ, the Messiah, the Savior? No, he said. Are you Elijah? I am not, he said. 

Are you the Prophet? No, he answered. Then, what do you say of yourself?  
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In other words, what are you? John said, I am the voice of one calling in the desert 

and preparing the way for the Lord.” (John 1:19-23) How did John define himself?  

How important was it that he define himself? He clearly defined himself not as the 

Master but as the student, not as the Savior but as the disciple, whose task it was to 

point others to the Savior. 

 

Here, we may be tempted to think, Well, one thing is certain. No one’s going to get 

me confused with Jesus Christ. Really? Some people will try to make you their savior. 

Their problem may be an emotional one or a spiritual one; it may be a financial one or 

a marital one. They have a problem they think you can fix. So, you try to fix their 

problem. But is that what you are supposed to do? Are you supposed to be their 

savior, or are you supposed to be the voice in their wilderness pointing them to the 

Savior? Are you the Savior, or are you the disciple? Are you the Master, or are you the 

devoted student? You are not a savior, nor are I. How ego boosting, how self-esteem 

boosting it is, though, to be looked up to as a fixer of problems! But I am not your 

savior, nor are you mine, nor can we save anyone else. 

 

But we have a Savior, and John the Baptizer was kind enough to point Andrew and 

John and you and me to Him: “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin…” of 

you and me. Wow! What this means is not that we are merely shifting responsibility for 

someone’s problems back onto them. But Jesus shifts responsibility to Himself. The 

Lamb of God bears all the problems, carries all sorrows on His outstretched arms on the 

cross. So that we can tenderly confess to others: “I am so sorry if I’ve somehow led you 

to believe that I’m your savior, but I’m not. So, please let me down off this pedestal of 

toothpicks, so that I can guide you to the One who belongs on your pedestal.” 

 

The Lamb of God up on the pedestal of the cross shows us that such a confession in no 

way diminishes us. We are not worthless just because we can’t do it all. The defining of 

what we are is always in relation to Him. We are His disciples in the fullest, most sacred 

sense of that term. We are sacred, we are of value, because the One we follow is the 

holy Son of God, the Lamb for sinners slain, who calls to us as He did Andrew and John, 

“Come, follow Me!” 
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Finally, the Lamb of God assures us that He puts us where He wants us, and employs us 

to do the work He wants us to do. When you find yourself next to a person who wants 

you to fix their problem, it’s not by accident. We are told that the two disciples who 

were given the task of preparing the Last Supper were Peter and John (Luke 22:8). 

Who gave them that task? Jesus did. He wanted them to be the ones who would go 

to the Temple and obtain the lamb that would serve as the Passover lamb for their 

Passover meal. So that later Peter and John in their writings made more references to 

Jesus as the Lamb than anyone else. Better than anyone else they got the concept of 

Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of you and me, so that they could 

tell us about it. They got the concept, because the night before they saw their Master 

on a cross, Jesus gave them the task to go and get the lamb, not wrapped in plastic 

at the grocery store for five bucks a pound but at the Temple where they had to pick 

out a live lamb and have the sweet little thing slaughtered, very likely they themselves 

holding it still for the priest’s knife.  

 

The Lamb for sinners slain employs us for the tasks He wants us to do and puts us where 

He wants us to be for His own purposes. When you find yourself next to a person who 

wants you to fix their problem, there’s a purpose. Not to fix it for them but to help them, 

Jesus working through you, His disciple, to be for that person the voice calling in their 

wilderness, pointing them, guiding them to behold the Lamb of God who takes away 

their sins, too. 

 

AMEN 

 


